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Abstract

Introduction: Alterations in the vocal folds that involve volume reduction and glottal closure 
failure result in exaggerated air escape during speech. For such situations, the use of implants 
or grafts of different materials has been proposed. 
Objective
of rabbits. 
Methods

Results -

Discussion -

repercussions suggests that the biopolymer in its gel form can be bioactive and preserve the 
normal vibratory function of the epithelium. 
Conclusion
the material remained in vocal fold throughout the study period.

© 2014 Associação Brasileira de Otorrinolaringologia e Cirurgia Cérvico-Facial. Published by Elsevier 
Editora Ltda. All rights reserved.
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Comportamento do biopolímero da cana-de-açúcar em gel injetado em prega vocal de coelho

Resumo

Introdução: As alterações das pregas vocais que envolvem redução do seu volume e falha no fe-

chamento glótico causam um escape exagerado de ar durante a fonação. Para essas situações, 

tem sido proposta a utilização de implantes ou enxertos de materiais diversos. 

Objetivo

vocais de coelhos. 
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Introduction

When affected by congenital or acquired anomalies the vo-
cal folds can upset glottal closure during phonation; in these 
circumstances the persistence of a glottal gap of variable 
size and shape of results in an exaggerated leak of exha-

-
ters the voice.1-4 In these situations, the use of implants or 
grafts of different materials have  been proposed to increa-
se the affected vocal fold volume and thus improve glottal 
coaptation during phonation.5 

The choice and use of the ideal material depends on 

-
ic characteristics, susceptibility to infection, malleability, 
absorption rate and cost.6

and clinical use of polysaccharides obtained byusing mi-
croorganisms capable of converting certain substances into 
gels, viscous solutions or membranes (biopolymers).7 

An exopolysaccharide biopolymer obtained by fermenta-

synthesized after 1990.8
9 

the reconstruction of different tissues of the human body.9-15

No study had yet been performed to evaluate the possi-
bility of using sugarcane biopolymer (SCB) as graft material 
in the vocal folds.

Objectives

This study aimed to analyze tissue reaction 21 and 90 days 
after SCB injection in the vocal folds of rabbits, describing 

Methods

This is a prospective randomized case-control experimental 
study.

A total of 12 adult male California rabbits, ranging 
 

similar to human vocal folds. The vivisection of the animals 

art. 32 and Decree No. 3179 art. 17 dated from 09/21/1999. 
The Ethics Committee on Animal Experimentation of the 
institution recommended full approval, under number 
23076.003670/2009-46.

-
-

fold received an injection of 0.1 mL of SCB in gel form (1% 

-

procedures in rabbits.

21 days after the procedure (group I) and the second after 
90 days (group II).

anesthetic drugs xylazine  and ketamine.
The choice of the vocal fold to be submitted to SCB im-

-
ryngeal cartilage (Fig. 1). The vocal fold submitted to saline 

Métodos: Trata-se de um estudo experimental. Avaliaram-se histologicamente as pregas vocais 

Resultados

aumento de volume em todas as pregas vocais injetadas em relação às de controle. Não houve 

Discussão

-

cussões epiteliais pode nos sugerir que o biopolímero em sua forma de gel pode ser bioativo e 

preservar as funções vibratórias normais do epitélio. 

Conclusão

tecidos das pregas vocais o material perdurou na prega vocal durante todo o período de estudo.

© 2014 Associação Brasileira de Otorrinolaringologia e Cirurgia Cérvico-Facial. Publicado por Elsevier 
Editora Ltda. Todos os direitos reservados.
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period and the second during surgery, probably due to deep 

-
-

going through the membranous portion of the vocal fold. 

-
-

tralateral vocal fold in the different study periods: 21 days 
(group I) and 90 days (group II) after the procedure.

-
-

trophils, mast cells, lymphocytes, plasma cells, eosinophils, 
-

crosis and angiogenesis and thickness measurements in its 

control fold in both study periods.
The histological variables used for lymphomononuclear 

-
-
 

(> 50%). For giant cells, the mean number of giant cells per 

Table 1 

Rabbit Thickness Polymer LMNII PMNII GC Fibrosis Angiogenesis

1 2.2 + 1 0 13.4 1 1,5

2 3.1 + 2 Eos 1   1.7 0 3,9

4 4.0 + 2 Eos 3   2.6 1 3,7

5 4.0 + 1 0 13.6 1 3,4

10 2.2 + 1 0 64.0 0 2,0

LMNII, lymphomononuclear inflammatory infiltrate (0-3); PMNII, polymorphonuclear inflammatory infiltrate (0-3), Eos, cellular 

 

Table 2 

Rabbit Thickness Polymer LMNII PMNII GC Fibrosis Angiogenesis

1 1.8 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 1.1 0 0 0 0 0 0

4 2.4 0 0 0 0 0 0

5 2.4 0 0 0 0 0 0

10 2.4 0 0 0 0 0 0

LMNII, lymphomononuclear inflammatory infiltrate (0-3); PMNII, polymorphonuclear inflammatory infiltrate (0-3), Eos, cellular 

 

-

-

× 40).

epithelial surface, using a ruler overlapping the lamina.
To compare the qualitative variables (intensity of the 

at the different valuated levels. To compare the quantita-
tive variables (angiogenesis, giant cells and vocal fold thick-

normal distribution.

Results

-

-
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When comparing group I (21 days) and group II (90 days) 

-

-

Table 3 

Rabbit Thickness Polymer LMNII PMNII GC Fibrosis Angiogenesis

3 1.3 + 2 Eos 1 0.7 2 5.6

7 2.9 + 1 Eos 1 0.6 2 1.7

9 5.0 + 1 0 32.0 2 3.7

11 2.8 + 1 0 6.2 1 6.3

12 3.0 + 1 0 27.0 1 5.9

LMNII, lymphomononuclear inflammatory infiltrate (0-3); PMNII, polymorphonuclear inflammatory infiltrate (0-3), Eos, cellular 

 

Table 4 

Rabbit Thickness Polymer LMNII PMNII GC Fibrosis Angiogenesis

3 1.2 0 0 0 0 0 0

7 2.0 0 0 0 0 0 0

9 1.9 0 0 0 0 0 0

11 1.4 0 0 0 0 0 0

12 1.2 0 0 0 0 0 0

LMNII, lymphomononuclear inflammatory infiltrate (0-3); PMNII, polymorphonuclear inflammatory infiltrate (0-3), Eos, cellular 

 

Table 5 Comparative analysis of thickness, measured at its 

Rabbit (n)

SCB / 

Thickness 

(mm)

Control/

Thickness 

(mm)

1 2.2 1.3

p = 

0.0058

2 3.1 2.9

4 4.0 5.0

5 4.0 2.8

10 2.2 3.0

3 1.3 1.2

7 2.9 2.0

9 5.0 1.9

11 2.8 1.4

12 3.0 1.2

Group I, 21 days and Group II, 90 days. 
Significant for comparison. (Mann-Whitney U, WilcoxonTest).

Discussion

Vocal fold alterations that involve a reduction of volume 
and failure of glottal closure result in an exaggerated air 

breathy.
For some of these cases, surgical procedures resulting in 

an increase of the affected vocal fold volume to reduce the 

Figure 2 Photomicroscopy of rabbit right vocal fold 3 months 
-

staining, 40×)
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inside the fold can alter its vibrational properties, either by 

in voice hoarseness.
To date, there has been no consensus in the literature 

regarding the type of material to be used in vocal folds. Sev-

to be the most used in Brazil, mainly due to its prompt avail-
-

mucosal pouch in the vocal fold under general anesthesia.10

Others, such as hydroxyapatite have had positive liter-
ature references but are expensive. One of the advantages 

the need for general anesthesia, but this is not the case for 

introduced after the creation of a submucosal pouch in the 
vocal fold.5,6,11,16-18

The sugarcane biopolymer has been the subject of nu-
merous studies. Several studies have assessed its properties 
in different systems, such as the restoration of vascular and 

response.9-15

The use of the SCB gel on the vocal folds has never been 

and meets certain criteria, such as the fact that it is easy to 

pathological vocal fold alterations.6,18

-

by the surgical procedure in the control vocal folds. Other 

and their controls. Duprat, in 20015 studied the behavior of 
-

-
-

18

our observations and in the literature using a  similar meth-
odology. In 2007, Perazzo et al.19 used a surgical technique 
similar to ours to inject hyaluronic acid in vocal folds of 
rabbits. This author obtained similar results to those of our 

local anesthesia in humans, but it has a higher cost.
-

-

-

-
-

and their presence should be further studied, as the possi-
bility of contaminating substances such as dust used in sur-
gical gloves may have contributed to their appearance, as 

-

20 Thibeault 
SL21,22 and Longaker MT23 the preservation of the subepithe-
lial layers is extremely important to preserve the mucosal 

-
-

gests that the gel biopolymer can be bioactive and preserve 

suggest a change in the physical properties of Reinke space, 

elements that suggested good integration of the biopolymer 

-
-

and sometimes the biopolymer seemed to be disseminated 

area occupied by the SCB. For this reason, a more detailed 
analysis of the degree of biopolymer absorption has not been 

the biopolymer region in the 3-month group, there may be 

sectioned according to a standard in all rabbits, and so the 

possible to compare the thickness of those that received 

-
tremely important, as one of the main objectives of bioma-
terial injection in the vocal folds is precisely to increase its 

-
proved vocal production.
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complete absorbtion in the present study. The SCB remained 
present in all the injected vocal folds. During the macro-

presence of the biopolymer (Fig. 3).

-
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Figure 3 

-

ipsilateral ventricular band.

Conclusion

-
sues that persisted throughout the study period, injected 
SCB remained in the vocal fold after three months consi-
derably increasing vocal fold volume for up to 90 days in .
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